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Rep. Bob Turner blames Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand and President Obama for high gasoline prices

Supports Keystone XL pipeline

By Alison Gendar 

Sunday, March 18, 2012, 11:45 PM

Rep. Bob Turner opened his primary fight for the New York Republican Senate nomination with a familiar target — President Obama.

The Republican hopeful perched in front of a Manhattan gas station Sunday and blasted Obama for blocking the controversial Keystone XL pipeline and for the price of gas in the city, which now tops $4 a gallon.

In his second breath, he targeted Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, the incumbent Democrat he hopes to oust.

“The people of New York will directly suffer at the pump because the President and Ms. Gillibrand actively opposed offshore and on-land projects that would have increased oil capacity in the U.S.,” Turner said.

“When we think of how much gas is costing us today, we should think of them,” he added.

The Obama-first strategy helped Turner win his congressional seat last year in what had been a Democratic stronghold in Brooklyn and Queens.

Now the district has been rubbed out in redistricting, and Turner at the last moment threw his hat into the ring to compete in the Republican senatorial primary against Manhattan lawyer Wendy Long and Nassau County Controller George Maragos.
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